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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING 
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23 
Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says. 
Vanity of vanities. All is vanity!
  

For so it is that a man who has 
laboured wisely, skilfully and 
successfully must leave what is his 
own to someone who has not toiled 
for it at all. This, too, is vanity and 
great injustice; for what does he gain 
for all the toil and strain that he has 
undergone under the sun? What of 
all his laborious days, his cares of 
office, his restless nights? This, too, 
is vanity.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
89:3-6, 12-14, 17
In every age, O Lord, 
you have been our refuge.

SECOND READING
Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11
Since you have been brought back to 
true life with Christ, you must look 
for the things that are in heaven, 
where Christ is, sitting at God’s right  
hand. Let your thoughts be on 
heavenly things, not on the things 
that are on the earth, because you 
have died, and now the life you have 
is hidden with Christ in God. But 
when Christ is revealed – and he is 
your life – you too will be revealed 
in all your glory with him.

That is why you must kill everything 
in you that belongs only to earthly 
life: fornication, impurity, guilty 
passion, evil desires and especially 
greed, which is the same thing as 
worshipping a false god; and never 
tell each other lies. You have 
stripped off your old behaviour with 
your old self, and you have put on a 
new self which will progress 
towards true knowledge the more it 
is renewed in the image of its 
creator; and in that image there is no 
room for distinction between Greek 
and Jew, between the circumcised or 
the uncircumcised, or between 
barbarian and Scythian, slave and 
free man. There is only Christ: he is 
everything and he is in everything.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mt 5:3
Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the poor in spirit; the 
kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Luke 12:13-21
A man in the crowd said to Jesus, 
‘Master, tell my brother to give me a 
share of our inheritance.’ ‘My 
friend,’ he replied, ‘who appointed 
me your judge, or the arbitrator of 
your claims?’ 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Selva Raj (A/Priest - 8382 1717; 
selvarajpani@gmail.com)
Fr Jack Otto (A/Priest - 8382 1717;
0447 469 065; jacksjob@tpg.com.au)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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OUR GRANDIOSITY 
AND OUR WOUNDS

We wake up into life with the 
incurable sense that we’re special, 
that we’re the center of the universe. 
And, subjectively, we are! In our 
awareness we’re the center of the 
universe and life does revolve 
around us. Our own being is what’s 
most massively real to us. As 
Descartes famously said, the only 
thing that we know for sure is real is 
our own selves; I think, therefore, I 
am. We may be dreaming everything 
else.

Spirituality has perennially judged 
this negatively. Egocentricity, 
feelings of grandiosity, self-
centeredness, and pride were seen as 
the result of the corruption of human 
nature through original sin. We 
called it, The Fall. Our first parents 
attempted to overreach, to be more 
than God intended them to be, and 
this irrevocably corrupted their 
nature and we, their children, inherit 
this.  So we, adult children of Adam 
and Eve, too instinctually tend to 
overreach, to puff up in self-
importance, to fill with pride, and 
think first about ourselves.

That doctrine of original sin has 
something important to say, but it 
isn’t first of all to shame us in our 
natural pride and sense of 
specialness. The real reason why 
pride and grandiosity are incurably 
ingrained inside us is because God 
built us that way, and that, of itself, 
is not a fault or a corruption but 
instead constitutes what’s highest 
and most precious inside us. Both 
Christianity and Judaism take as 
dogma that we’re born, every one of 
us, in the image and likeness of God. 
That’s not to be imagined piously as 
some beautiful icon stamped inside 
our souls but rather as fire, divine 
fire, which because it is godly brings 
with it a sense of the preciousness, 
dignity, and uniqueness, of our lives.  

But with that too comes (as part of 
the same package) pride and 
grandiosity.  Simply put, we can’t 
have Godliness inside us and not feel 
ourselves as special.

And that makes for a less-than-
serene situation for the planet. We’re 
now seven and half billion people on 
this earth, each one with the same 
innate sense that he or she is the 
center of the universe and that his or 
her own reality is what’s most real. 
That’s the real cause behind what 
you see happening on the world 
news each night, for worse and for 
better. Grandiosity is the source of 
human strife, but equally the source 
of human greatness.

Important in our understanding of 
this is that our innate sense of 
godliness is also the place where we 
suffer our deepest wounds. What 
most wounds the image and likeness 
of God inside us? These things: 
humiliation, lack of adequate self-
expression, the perennial frustration 
of bumping up against the limits of 
life, and the martyrdom of obscurity.

Each of us, by our nature, possesses 
a divinely-given uniqueness and 
dignity and thus nothing wounds us 
more than being humiliated and 
shamed in our struggle to live this 
out. A shameful humiliation, even as 
a very young child, can scar us for 
the rest of our lives. It’s one of the 
reasons why we have mass killings. 
Likewise, as Iris Murdoch once said, 
the greatest human pain is the pain 
of inadequate self-expression. 
There’s a great artist, composer, 
teacher, athlete, and performer inside 
each of us, but few people can ever 
give that satisfying expression. The 
rest of us have to live with perennial 
frustration because what’s deepest in 
us lies unexpressed. As well, we’re 
forever bumping up against the real 
limits of our own lives and limits of 
life itself. In Karl Rahner words: In 
the torment of the insufficiency of 
everything attainable, we ultimately 

learn that here in this life there is no 
finished symphony.  In the end, all of 
us die with a life that was never fully 
consummated. And that isn’t easily 
accepted! Everything inside us 
militates against this. Finally, almost 
all of us live a certain martyrdom of 
obscurity, recognized and famous 
only inside our own daydreams, our 
greatness hidden from the world. 
That too isn’t easily accepted.

What’s to be taken away from this? 
Since we secretly nurse thoughts of 
specialness should we also nurse a 
secret shame? Is our innate pride 
something that sets us against 
holiness? Is our grandiosity a bad 
thing? Is our frustration with the 
limits and inadequacy of our lives 
something that displeases God? Are 
our daydreams of uniqueness and 
greatness something which taints our 
contemplation and prayer? Is our 
nature, of itself, somehow corrupt? 
Must we somehow step outside of 
our own skin to be saints?

Each of these questions can be 
answered in two ways. Grandiosity, 
pride, shame, frustration, and 
daydreams of greatness, can indeed 
be our downfall and turn us into 
awful persons, selfish, jealous, 
spiteful, and murderous. But they 
can also be the source of greatness, 
of nobility of soul, of generosity, of 
selflessness, of generativity, of true 
prayer, and can turn us into selfless 
martyrs of faith, hope, and charity. 
Our godliness is very mixed 
blessing; but it is, no doubt, our 
greatest blessing.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com 
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He is a 
community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the English-
speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty newspapers worldwide.
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expected to be able to make 
judgments on all facets of law. 
According to the law, the firstborn 
son inherited a double portion of his 
father’s inheritance—that is, twice 
as much as that received by each of 
his brothers (Deuteronomy 21:17).
 

Perhaps this man’s brother was not 
keeping the law. But Jesus refuses 
to be drawn into such a debate 
because this is not what his mission 
is about. He has come to establish a 
new situation, where women and 
men are drawn into God’s reign. 
The parable of the unwise man 
makes the point. A person’s life is 
not made secure by what they own. 
Better instead to be storing up 
riches in heaven than in the here and 
now. 
 

SHARING THE TRADITION
The church holds that works of 
mercy are among the obligations that 
all Christians have. The spiritual 
works of mercy include ‘instructing, 
advising, consoling, comforting … 
forgiving and bearing wrongs 
patiently’. The corporal (bodily) 
works of mercy include ‘feeding the 
hungry, sheltering the homeless, 
clothing the naked, visiting the sick 
and imprisoned … burying the dead’ 
and ‘giving alms to the poor‘ 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(05 - 11 August)

• Monday, 05: Weekday, Ord Time 18 
(Num 11:4-15; Mt 14:13-21)

• Tuesday, 06: The Transfiguration of 
the Lord (Dan 7:9-10, 13-14; Lk 
9:28-36)

• Wednesday, 07: Weekday, Ord Time 
18 (Num 13:1-2, 25 - 14:1, 26-29, 
34-35; Mt 15:21-28) 

• Thursday, 08: St Mary of the Cross 
(1Kg 17:8-16; Col 3:12-17; Mt 
6:25-34)

• Friday, 09: Weekday, Ord Time 18 
(Deut 4:32-40; Mt 16:24-28) 

• Saturday, 10: St Lawrence (2 Cor 
9:6-10; Jn 12:24-26)

• Sunday 11: 19th  Sunday in Ordinary 
Time (Wis 18:6-9; Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; 
Lk 12:32-48) 

REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.00am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am
1st Friday Benediction following Mass

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

Then he said to them, ‘Watch, and be 
on your guard against avarice of any 
kind, for a man’s life is not made 
secure by what he owns, even when 
he has more than he needs.’
  

Then he told them a parable: ‘There 
was once a rich man who, having 
had a good harvest from his land, 
thought to himself, “What am I to 
do? I have not enough room to store 
my crops.” Then he said, “This is 
what I will do: I will pull down my 
barns and build bigger ones, and 
store all my grain and my goods in 
them, and I will say to my soul: My 
soul, you have plenty of good things 
laid by for many years to come; take 
things easy, eat, drink, have a good 
time.” But God said to him, “Fool! 
This very night the demand will be 
made for your soul; and this hoard of 
yours, whose will it be then?.” So it 
is when a man stores up treasure for 
himself in place of making himself 
rich in the sight of God.’

DID YOU KNOW?
• According to the law of Israel, if a 

person had more than they needed, 
there was a requirement to share 
the excess with those who did not 
have enough. The goods of the 
earth belong to all.
 

• The Acts of the Apostles indicates 
that the early church members 
shared their wealth so that each 
would have what they needed. 
 

• St John Chrysostom wrote, ‘Not to 
enable the poor to share in our 
goods is to steal from them and 
deprive them of life. The goods we 
possess are not ours but theirs.’
 

• One of the major themes of Luke’s 
Gospel is the right use of wealth 
and money. 

EXPLORING THE WORD
Jesus finds himself in a situation 
where he is asked to render 
judgment on a claim made by one 
brother against another. In a sense, 
this is a recognition of Jesus’ 
authority because a rabbi was 

(Continued from page 1)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).


